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I.—ForeEIGN POLITICS, 


‘nds asi [Caleutta] of the 19th May says that there 

ere i a ph be a J ing of the Mullas of Piss against its 

a present ruler on account of the recent loan which 

he has taken from Russia. If that be the case, the Government of India, in 
order to preserve the status quo, ought to interfere in the matter. 


I1].—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)—Police. 


9 The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Pairika [Calcutta] of the 
14th May writes as follows :— 

There are several reasons why the police is so 
oppressive. The police is oppressive, Jirstly, because its powers are unlimited ; 
secondly, because it has the District Magistrate for its head, and, ¢hirdly, 
because the administrative policy of Government is such as to facilitate 
oppression by the police. The police possesses great powers, and it has 
besides the Magistrate and Government at its back. ‘'he Magistrate does 
not readily entertain any case against the police even when it is guilty of 
flagrant oppression. There is, in fact, a circular forbidding Deputy Magis- 
trates to entertain any charge against the police without the permission of 
the District Magistrate. With such encouragement itis perfectly possible for 
the police to ruin even a most respectable and exalted personage. What 
wonder, then, that the impression should gain ground in the public mind that 
the police is all in all in this country. 

Under present arrangements the District Magistrate is the head of the 
district police, and under him there are, in due gradation, the Superintendent, 
the Assistant Superintendent, the Inspector, the Sub-Inspector, the head- 
constable, etc., etc. The Superintendents and Assistant Superintendents are, 
with three or four exceptions, all Europeans, and so are also the Distric 
Magistrates. The District Magistrate has too much work on his hands to be 
able to exercise any effective control over the police. The District Superin- 
tendent is, therefore, the real head of the district police. The District 
Superintendents being almost all Europeans are hand and glove with the 
District Magistrates, who are therefore prone to accept for gospel truth all 
that the former say. The District Magistrate, though the ostensible head of 
the police, is thus led by the District Superintendent. | 

Again, these District Superintendents are mostly ignorant of the law and 
of the manners and customs of the land. Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors have 
often the advantage of them as regards intelligence, experience, and knowledge 
of the country, so that the District Superintendent is often led by the Sub- 
Inspector of Police. It, therefore, comes to this that a Sub-Inspector on 
Rs, 50 is the real head of the police. No wonder, then, that the police should 
be so oppressive. 

Another reason why the police is so oppressive is that Government is far 
more anxious to have the wicked brought to justice than to see that the innocent 
are not subjected to any sort of oppression. The police is not, therefore, so 
careful about guarding the innocent against oppression as it is to ferret out 
offenders. In its attempt to ferret out offenders the police is itself often guilty 


of gross wrong-doing. In other words, it often sends up innocent people 
as offenders. | 


Police reform. 


This is of frequent occurrence. The Magistrate is satisfied if only a 


number of people are convicted. He has no leisure to enquire whether or not 
the people so convicted are really guilty. People sent up as offenders by the 
head-constable or the Sub-Inspector are accepted as such by the District 
Magistrates, and people so sent up by the police are, in the great majority of 
cases, convicted by the Deputy Magistrates. 

_ In one sense the police is not at all to blame. Government isthe arbiter 
of its destinies and it is as Government has moulded it. If the police come to 
know that Government is more anxious to see the innocent exempted from all 
sorts of oppression than to have the wicked punished, it will instantly leave off 
Oppressing people and take care to see that the innocent are not molested in 
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any way. Put when it sees Government finding fault with the law courts 
instead of with itself, when people sent up by it as offenders are discharged und 
that the wrath of the authorities knows no bounds when an innocent person sent 
up by the police is acquitted, it naturally secks to satisfy the authorities by 
sending up innocent people when they are unable to find out the real culprits, 
It is Government tkat is responsible for the oppressive character of the police 
and the remedy for it is also in the hands of Government. : 

There was once in a certain village a man who was remarkable for his out. 
spokenness. He had no respect for persons, and would freely lecture to qi 
whom he found guilty of any impropriety. It was the juvenile population of 
the village who came in for the largest share of his attention, and guch 
was.the dread he inspired by his severity that the village boys invariably 
shrank away from him. This man had no children born to him for many years, 
but late in life the gods blessed him with a son. With the birth of the gona 
strange change came over the man. As the boy grew up he was more and more 
pampered by his parents, so that, in course of time, he became a spoilt child. 
If at any time the villsgers attempted to correct the child, the father would 
say :—‘' No, no, you should not do that. Correction in childhood impedes the 
growth of a child’s intellect.” No one ventured to ccrrect the boy after that. 
As the child grew older, he also grew naughtier. He cared no longer for any- 
body. ‘The father was often shamed by the conduct of his son. But he 
thought to himself :—‘“ Be the boy ever so naughty, I shall be able to break 
him ina day.” But the boy could not be broken, and he began to set even his 
father at defiance. Lest a public reprimand should have a damping effect on 
the lad’s fine spirit, the father took to lecturing him in private; but seeing that 
this produced no effect whatever, he began to complain of his son’s conduct, 
first to his relatives and then to the public at large, and sought the advice of 
all as to the best means of reforming him. 


The police is even such a spoilt child of Government, which has the same 
trouble with it that the father in the above st»ry had with the son whom he £0 
unwisely indulged. So long as the police was not placed under the Magistrate, 
the Magistrate took every occasion to correct the police, and the police was 
thus kept under wholesome check. But as svon as the Magistrate stood in 
a parental relation to the police, he failed to discover any fault in it. If 
anybody ever criticised the conduct of tho police, the authorities instantly 
cried out :—‘‘ No, no, you should not take my darling to task in that way. 
Such correction will impede the growth of the dear child’s intellect.” There 
was a strong agitation in connection with the case of Iswar Na pit, of Howrah, 
who was very nearly brought to the gallows by the machinations of it 
But the then Lieutenant-Governor, Sir George Campbell, himself took up the 
cause of the police and pleaded :—“ The police should not be taken to task. 
Any correction will ccnfound it, and it will then be fit for nothing.” This 
made the p: lice even more of a spoilt child, so much so that it often set the 
authorities themselves at defiance. Babu Harish Chandra, Inspector of the 
Jhenida Police, for instance, was 80 spoilt by indulgence that he was not afraid 
to present a petition charging the local Joint-Magistrate with some very 
serious offences. 

There are many such Haris Chandras in the police service. Sir John 
Woodburn is the ma bap of the Bengal Police, while i Curzcn is the ma bap 
of the entire Indian police. But they now see that the police has become [00 
much spoilt and intractable, and therefore declare in despair that a reform of 
the police is necessary. But the question is how to reform it. ‘he father, 0 
our story, finding the reclamation of his son hopeless, at last turned him out 
of doors. When the son found himself no longer strong in his father’s suppo't 
and knew that he would have to bear the consequences of his acts, he mended 


his ways and became popular with all. Government, too, should follow such 
a policy with regard to its spoilt child, the police. 

The members of the proposed Police Commission will probably be all 
Englishmen, holding high posts and without any acquaintance with the people, 
of this country, and particularly with such of them as live in villages. How 
should they then know anything of the multifarious ways in which the poi 
oppress the people? lf Government really wants to put a stop to police 
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ion, it should appoint as members of the Commission men who are fully 

be with the soadion of the country, who enjoy the full confidence 

of the native public, and who have personally observed how the eer conducts 

s, We are of opinion that if Justice Chunder Madhab Ghosh and 

Mr. Geidt be appointed members of the Police Commission, they will be able 

to suggest a measure of police reform that will leave the police quite as strong 
as it need be, and at the same time prevent its oppression. 


The police is often forced to be oppressive. The police is always censured 
and often punished for failure to trace a crime. For sheer self-preservation 
it has thus often to send up innocent persons as offenders, The police may 
indeed neglect its duty if it is not dealt with in this way, but if it be ruled at 
the same time that a police officer who sends up an innocent persen for trial 


shall be severely punished, the police will not venture to oppress innocent 


ins oppression will not cease so long as the District Magistrate remains 


the District Police, The Magistrate, who is the head of the 
lee hg cases which the police sends up, The result is that all persons 
SO sont up are convicted by him or by the Deputy Magistrates under him. 
Then, again, the Police Superintendents are Europeans, and the Magistrate 
cannot do a single moment without the police. The result is that the Magis- 
trate and the police officers are so intimately related to each other that it would 
be no exaggeration to take the action of the police as the Mayistrate’s own 
action. Under these circumstances, the police should either be made indepen- 
dent of the District Magistrate, or the District Magistrate and the Magistrates 
subordinate to him should be declared incompetent to try cases sent up by 
the police. 


same paper writes ag fullows :— 

ee A ‘* Pennell” case has cropped up at Rajshahi., 
As at Noakhali, so at Rajshahi, the District Judge, 
the District Magistrate, the District Superintendent of Police, the Sub-Inspector 
of Police, etc., are the most conspicuous figures, Here is Mr, Lee for 
Mr. Pennell, Mr. Roe for Mr, Cargill, Mr. Ryan for Mr, cs and Abdus 
Suttar for Usman Ali. The ‘ Pennell” case arose out of a murder trial; the 
case at Rajshahi also arises out of a similar trial. There are, however, two 
points of difference: jirst, Mr, Pennell was impetuous and cutting, while 
Mr, Leo is calm and judicious; and, secondly, while at Noakhali the police 
attempted to shield the accused, at Rajshahi the police attempted to have some 
innocent persons convicted of murder. 


Dina Bandhu and some others were charged with murder at Rajshabi. 
Mr. Rattray, the Deputy Magistrate, acquitted them after hearing the evidence. 
This did not please Mr. Ryan, the District Superintendent of Police, who made 
a motion against the acquittal, Mr. Lee, the District Judge, however, con- 


Another “ Pennell” case. 


firmed the decision of the Deputy Magistrate. In the course of the hearing, | 


the District Judge made strong remarks against the conduct of the police in the 
case, and communicated those remarks to the District Magistrate for information 
and action. I'he Judge waited for thirteen days for a reply from the Magis- 
trate; and on receiving no reply, he wrote to him again. In this letter he 
made various allegations against Sub-Inspector Abdul Suttar. The J udge said 
that Abdus Suttar had conducted the case throughout in defiance of law and 
procedure. ‘I'he Judge also addressed a letter to the Inspector-General of 
police, in which he made various allegations against Mr. R an, the District 
Superintendent of Police. One of a allegations was that Mr. Ryan had 
relied on the words of Abdus Suttar, and suspended head-constable Kunja 
Vihari Mitra. 

The quarrel between the Judge and the Police Superintendent was about 
this head-constable, Kunja Vihari Mitra, A purse was a most important article 


in the trial of the murder case. Tho Police Superintendent said that the purse 


that had been produced before Mr. Rattray was not produced in the Sessions 


Court, but that another was brought in. The original purse was in charge of 
Kunja Vihari, who, it was said, did not take proper care of it.. The origina] 


purse was thus stolen, and another was put in its place; and hence Kunja | 


Vibari was suspended. But in course of the trial it was proved that this alleged 
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ubstitution of the purse was only a plea set up by the Police Super; 
Kunja Vihar gent have been Atl sre) but this was not done. Perintendent 

Mr. Lee in his letter to the Inspector-General of Police said thy th 
District Superintendent of Police was very much angry with Kunja Vihari on 
the judgment of Mr. Lee being known, and threatened him with dismisga| 
The Police Superintendent, however, denies it. To this denial My Pa 
replies in bis second letter to the Inspector-General of Police, to the following 
effect :— 


“T heard from Kunja Vibari himself what Mr. Ryan had told hin 
Upon this I asked him about it in open Court. Kunja Vihari is an honest anj 
truthful man, and I believe him thoroughly. It may be said that he told a, 
untruth, but he had no interest in doing so.” 


The correspondence on the subject shows how Mr. Lee was sought to be 
humiliated by the police. 
4, The same paper says that one Bimala Charan Banerji was sent up } 
the police of Khulna for having murdered a abhi 
woman, named Haridasi. The Sessions Ju ge of 
Khulna, agreeing with the assessors, acquitted the accused. The police officer 
who conducted the case is reported to have said in his evidence that Bimak 
had been sent up for trial by order of the District Superintendent of Police, 
This matter ought to be carefully inquired into. 
5. The Samay (Calcutta) of the 16th May describes the Rajehahi 
sas Metab dies murder case, in which one Dwarka Nath and two 
jonas taarcer cas’. —_ others were charged with having murdered one 
Dina Bandhu, and which was dismissed by Mr. Lee, Sessions Judge, and in 
which there was friction between Mr. Lee and the police, as a repetition of 
the Noakhali affair, and says that the case shows how powerful the police is in 
this country. The District Magistrate, the J stat Siahatette, the District 
Superintendent of Police and, last of all, the Inspector-General of Police 
joined hands to support Abdus Chhater, daroga, against Mr. Lee. Such 
spectacle befits English-ruled India alone, 


6. The Mitavadi [Calcutta] of the 16th May complains of rowdyism 
Budmashes in some villages ®0G disorderly behaviour on the part of most 
within the Diamond Harbour sub- of the low-class inhabitants of Digbaria, Dhan- 
ne. ghata, Muldia, Adityapur, and other villages under 
the a thana within the Diamond Harbour subdivision of the 2+ 
Parganas district. Court peons are belaboured by them, and the police fear 
to go to their viilages. Theft and dacoity are their main occupation—an 
occupation which they ply outside the jurisdiction of the Bankipore thana for the 
purpose of evading the hands of the police. They are armed with deadly 
weapons, and they come in numbers to commit offences. The other day they 
broke into the house of one Narayan Chandra Dutta, an inbabitant of 
village Joynagar, and attempted to carry away some plate. Narayan Chandra 
having come forward to oppose them, was severely beaten with a lath. The 
police has not yet been able to trace the culprits, The people are helpless, 
deprived as ony are Of all means of defence. It isa pity that the authorities 


should, in this deplorable state of things, fail to check or be indifferent in 
checking the dbudmashes. 


7. Referring to the recent Muharram riots at Cuddapah, the = 
oe paper says that after the local Muhammadans 1a 
Mane Authorities in the Cuddapsh Committedariot and assaulted the Hindus, the town 
_  Sub-Magistrate issued an order prohibiting the 
performance of bhajan in the Hindu temple, which had been the primaty 
object of attack on the part of the Muhammadans. After issuing this ille 
order, the Sub-Magistrate made no arrangements for protecting the Hindu 
quarters with the help of the local reserve police force. When the Hindus 
porented a petition to the District Magistrate, praying that the order issued 
y the Sub-Magistrate, might be cancelled, the District Magistrate said to them: 
‘I know your cause is just, ButIam afraid you will not have justice this 
time.” Has any one ever heard of a European official plaintively confessi0s 
that he is afraid of dealing out justice, even though he is convinced that the 
cause is a just one? Jt is an anomaly that such an official still holds his offic 
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‘strict Magistrate’s declaration had the natural effect of emboldening the 
seb br cais yr te attack upon the Hindu quarters, bringing with them. 
for the purpose two cartloads of sticks and stones. They: assaulted every: Hindu 
they came across and elted stones at: every Hindu house: they happened 
to pass by. A clerk in tree loy of Mr. Ram Chandra Rao, pleader, who had 
heen beaten on the first night of the disturbance, was mercilessly beaten. 
Mr. Ram Chandra Rao was again severely beaten in trying to rescue him. 
All this time the Town Police Inspector was enjoying the fun from a distance. 
The reserve police now ap eared on ‘the scene, and the rioters took to their 
heels. It may be rightly asked when there was a possibility, of a riot being 
committed, why were not the police early quartered in different places in the 
town in order to prevent it. It is astonishing how worthless the local Magis- 
trates and the police proved themselves Whether they will be departmentally 
promoted or not for their conduct is not known. Had they been attacked by. 
the fierce Mubammadans, they would most probably have tried to make their 
escape disguised as women. If their negligence was prompted by.a desire to 
foster disunion between Hindus and Muhammadans, and thus weaken both. par- 
ties, they should be made to suffer exemplary punishment in the interest of both 
the subject and the Sovereign. . The action which will be taken by the Govern- 
ment in this matter is awaited with great interest, The respectable section of 
the Muhammadan community is not altogether free from blame. They could 
have, if they had willed, prevented the said occurrence. They should consider 
that quarrels among the different classes of Indians bespeak their shame and 


degradation. 
(b)— Working of the Courts. 


8. A correspondent, writing in the Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of 
the 13th May from Netrakona, complains that 

_, be Sub-Registrar of Netrakona Maulvi. Talattuk Hosain, Sub-Registrar of 
solamente adiusauannt Netrakona, in the district of Mymensingh, keeps 


his office open for public business only for an hour or two in the morning, 


This causes much inconvenience and loss of time and money to those who 
appear before him to have their deeds registered. They have. often to dance 
attendance at his office from day to day. The Sub-Registrar is an Honorar 
Magistrate, and it is believed that because he has to work in that capacity 
from 10 to 4 on Mondays and Wednesdays, and sometimes on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays also, he cannot attend to his legitimate work of registration. 
In the interest of the public, this ought to be remedied. 


9. A correspondent, writing to the same paper from Tangail, in the 
i aaa pyar 4 aymenenan, complains that Babu 
.. ores eee. shya Kumar Chatterji, Deputy Magistrate of 
phan. ng se Byam Tangail, holds: his oat ps ay till 8 or 9 
_ in the evening, and this causes inconvenience and 
hardship to all parties, witnesses, and mukhtars. He also often, without reason, 
adjourns cases ; and this is another source of trouble. and loss of money. In 


cross-cases..he often fixes a day for the hearing of one. case and then 
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Will the Magistrate of Murshidabad be so good as to reconsider his order 
and see his way to cancel it, and thus save his subordinates unnecessary 
expenditure and inconvenience ? 

11. The Rangpur Vartavaha [Rangpur] of the 16th May says that 
Mr. P, U. Mitter, Magistrate of Rangpur, was 
present at the dancing and singing of certain 
professional women on Friday last in compan 
with some young zamindars of the town. It is not an edifying sight to see the 
Magistrate of a district amusing himself in such company. 

12, The Medini — [Midnapur|] of the 19th May writes as 

: ollows :— 

cart esa We received from a well-known and trust- 
worthy gentleman a letter containing some allegations against the Sub- 
Registrar of Midnapur. We went to the office of the Sub-Registrar to doubly 
assure ourselves as to the truth of the allegations ; and we were satisfied that 
our correspondent was literally truthful. For instance, Uday Chand De of 
Kalagram and Swarna Bewa of Gokulpur presented their respective documents 
for registration fifteen days ago; and since then they have been dancing 
attendance at the Registry office from 6to11A.m. Besides, for five or six 
days consecutively, thirty or forty persons are coming to the office with deeds, 
and returning home without being able to present them for registration. All 
this causes much inconvenience, hardship, and loss of money to the people. 
Will Mr. Luson, the District Registrar, kindly inquire ? 


(c) —Jutls. 
13. In continuation of what was given in previous issues (see Report on 
Native Papers of the 12th and 26th April 1902, 


paragraphs 16 and 18 respectively,) the Editor of 
the Nava Yug [Calcutta] of the 17th May writes as follows :— 


It was evening. After the usual evening meal, I went to the first 
floor on which my seat had been placed. There were in that place two men, 
named Babu Sasi Bhusan Ghosh and Kumar Dharitri Nath, besides twenty-six 
cooks and other men. Sasi Babu is an inhabitant of the Burdwan district, 
and was undergoing imprisonment for five years for breach of trust asa 
Postal Inspector. He was a mate, and was in charge of the rasad godown. 
Kumar Dharitri Nath belongs to the Raj — of Mohurbhanj. He was 
a paharawala, and is therefore somewhat above ordinary prisoners in_ position. 
They were strangers to me. After we had arranged our beds Sasi Babu 
began reading a volume of the Mahabharata. As I was sitting alone and 
idle, I approached him, and was asked by him with great civility to take my 
seat at his side. But I was astonished to find that he maintained perfect 
silence after that. He began to cast troubled looks around. On my asking 
the cause of this, he told me that he was seeing whether the other prisoners 
were sleeping or not. He afterwards told me that speaking with me was 
strictly prohibited by the jail authorities. I said: “ Does the prohibition 
concern me alone or does it concern all prisoners ? ” 

Sasi Babu : ‘ It concerns you alone.” 

I: ‘What is my fault ? ” 

Sasi Babu: ‘“‘ I do not know what your fault is. But such is the order of 
the bara saheb.” 

I (to Dharitri Nath) :—*‘ Have you also been similarly ordered ? ” 

Dharitri Nath:—‘“‘ The authorities do not desire that any prisoner should 
speak with you.” 

I: “ Why ?” 

Sasi Babu: “‘ I know the reason, but it is not safe to tell it. Since the 
publication of Kali Prasanna Kavyavisarad’s writings about the jail in the 
Hitavads, the jail authorities are dissatisfied with all Editors.” 

I: ‘* Did Kali Prasanna Kavyavisarad publish any false matter ? ” 

Sasi Babu :—‘‘ 1 am nobody to judge whether he published any false 
matter or not. This much I can say that the jail authorities did not like that 
it should be published at all.” 

I: “Then the jul authorities do not desire that the public should know 
anything about the jail.” 


The District Magistrate of 
Rangpur in a dancing party. 
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Sasi Babu: “ It is useless to ask me that. I think you can understand 
tter than I can.” 
se Iv this time Dharitri Nath stopped Sasi Babu with a pinch and said: 
“ Speak softly. The cooks are not all asleep. We may be in danger if they 
overhear and speak to other men about our conversation.” 
Sasi Babu : ‘‘ Purna Babu, you will probably be sorry at this. But just 
consider my condition. I have a ae served the greater part of the 
term of my imprisonment. I hope to be re eased on the occasion 0 the coming 
Coronation. But this hope will be lost if the jail authorities find any fault 


with me now.” 
(d) — Educatwn, 


14. The Burdwan Sanjivani [Burdwan] of the 10th May publishes a — 


‘‘eommunicated” article, in which the writer, 
after eulogising Lord Curzon for bis earnest 
endeavours to reform the system of education in India, and expressing a hope 
that the new arrangements relating to primary and secondary education, 
which are to come into force from 1904, would prove beneficial to the country, 
directs the attention of the educational authorities to a matter which yi 
thinks to be of supreme importance for putting down “cram.” ‘The writer is 
of opinion that the evil of “‘ cram’’ will not be checked if the mischief that is 
being done by the “ Key-makers” be not stopped or at least minimised. 
It must be admitted by all that the use of these ‘‘ Keys” mainly fosters ‘‘ cram.” 
The ‘ Key-makers” never aim at giving healthy help to students. The 
“Keys” do not stimulate self-exertion, and, in some instances, even go so far 
as to aim at dispensing with the legitimate work of a teacher. It is a matter 
of regret that these “Keys” are multiplying every year, and are getting 
into wider circulation, and yet nobody seems to think of checking the evil. 
Cannot the Education Department make an effort to do away with the 
use of ‘‘Keys” among students, or, if that be impracticable, to minimise 
the evil by directing that these ‘‘ Keys” should contain nothing except 
meanings of words, explanatory notes on phrases and historical or mytho- 
logical notes? The matter is too serious to be overlooked, if it is really meant 
to put down “cram.” 

15. The Pratinidht [Comilla} of the 14th May has the following in 

Vernacular educationin E its English columns :— 
OP di at ny ae Education in the lower classes of ‘Government 
schools is now proposed to be given in the vernac- 
ular. One would think that the vernacular-speaking public had asked for 
it, or else why this change? The European heads of education, who know 
very little indeed of the vernaculars, are so solicitous to patronise the vernac- 
ular, though the vernacular-speaking public, one and all, seem to be against 
the change. Why is this solicitude? ‘The Bengali proverb says: ‘‘She that 
loves you more than your mother must be a witch »’ and the heads of education 
seem to show a greater love for the Bengali language than the Bengalis 
oa as | 
ne undoubted effect of the proposed change will be that our boys will 
not be taught English pronunciation until it is a late, until the bec, Th of 
their vocal apparatus should lose all their-elasticity, so that it will be almost 
ag for them to pronounce English ‘words with ease and correctness. 
heir power of expressing their thoughts in easy and fluent English will be 
--aany Nesp men of the type of Ghose and Banerji will become an extinct species 
ike the mammoth of the geology. If it be the object to effect such a change, 
the end is indeed likely to be attained by the change proposed. 

Another effect will follow as a necessary corollary to this. It has been 
well said: “‘ He who knows only one language, knows none,” and the truth of 
this observation has nowhere been better illustrated than in our country. 
The best English-educated writers of Bengali have been also the brightest 
ornaments of Bengali literature. In England a man who merely knows his 
English is hardly looked upon as a man of education, and almost every 
soonteet Englishman knows and can speak French or German. Here, in 
7. 1a too, we were beginning to wish that Frenvh and German would be large- 
y taught in our schools and colleges, as without some knowledge of these 
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languages no one can expect to move with the time, no one can expect to be 
either an up-to-date scholar or thinker or an up-to-date scientific man. Far 
from this our wish being realised, to our great disappointment it is now 
proposed by the Government to give our boys fees even of English and more 
of Bengali than we have hitherto had, so as to curtail the sphere of their 
usefulness. 

A third effect of it will be even more serious, As our boys shall become 
less able to speak or read or write English, the higher appointments under 
Government, for which the standard of English speaking will be maintained as 
at present, if not raised, will gradually slip out of our hands, and the nation 
might become literally a nation of ‘ Lewes of wood and drawers of water ”’ 
at no distant date. , 

Might we not hope that the Government will reconsider the matter and 
avert those calamities by allowing English to be taught as now from the 
lowest classes of the Government schools. Might we not hope that 
our public leaders in Bengal will take the necessary steps to memorialise 
the Government, making known their views on a question of such vital 
importance. 

16. The LHitaradi rage -oay! of the 16th May says that the students of 

The Cemnbell Medical Behoo! the Campbell Medical School have many griev- 
1 EPO LESLELSES™ ances. Their promotion is stopped for slight 
offences. They do not get a good training in midwifery, although an extra 
fee of one rupee is taken from them for it. Clinical lectures are not regularly 
delivered, and craniology, embryotomy, etc., are not taught as they should 
be. On account of their not being allowed to enter the maternity ward, 
they cannot properly learn many useful things. These grievances did not exist 
before. They have sprung up since the transfer of Dr. Green, the late 
Superintendent. 

17 The Moskm Times [Calcutta] of the 17th May is sorry that the 
Arabic education imparted by the madrzasas in 
Bengal is of no use at all. A large number of 
students come out successful every year from these madrasas, but amo 
them not two in ten deserve to be called educated men. ‘This defect is due 
to the fact that text-books selected for the madrasa students are not according 
to the requirements of the times. Physics, Higher Mathematics, History, and 
Geography have been excluded from the madrassa curriculum. This is the 
reason oy the Arabic students are totally ignorant of all new scientific 
discoveries and developments. When appointed members of the Board of 
Studies of the Calcutta University, these men are unable, on account of their 
poor education, to select good pieces for the Persian Course. We appeal 
to Mr. Ross, Principal of the Calcutta Madrassa. He ought to direct 
the attention of the Local Government to the defects of the madrassa 
curriculum and of the Persian text-books prescribed by the Calcutta University, 
and also to the resolution passed by the Educational Conference held in 
Calcutta in 1900, pointing out the necessity of a reform of the Arabic 
education imparted in the Bengal madrasas. 


Madrasa education in Bengal. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration, 


18, ‘The Suhrid [Noakhali] of the 14th May says that, although the 
municipal authorities of Noakhali had some time 
ago proclaimed by beat of drum their order to the 
shop-keepers of Burrabazar to set up tin bouses 
for their shops within a month, not only has this order not. been carried out, 
but several straw houses have been built for shops since the proclamation. 
This ought not to have been permitted, and the municipal authorities should 
show greater promptitude in seeing their orders carried into execution, as fires 
are of frequent occurrence in Noakhali, 


Tin houses for shops in the 
Noakhali Municipality. 


(9)—Railways and Communicaitons including Canals and Irrigation. 


19. The Hitavadi | Calcutta] of the 16th May says that a few days ago, 
Mr. Stephen, a ticket-collector on the East Indian 
Railway, caught a respectable passenger by the 
hand in the Chandernagore station for delay in showing his ticket. It is 


A railway complaint. 
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o savy that Mr. Stephen was wrong in insulting him in that way. 
eo, Mr. Stephen was ms. in his uniform at that time, and had therefore 
no right to demand tickets from passengers. Many railway servants are 
so much wanting in civility as to feel no shame in insulting respectable 

eople. It is the duty of the railway authorities to bring home to them that they 
iv no more than servants of the passengers. The Traffic Inspector of 
Howrah is now enquiriug into the above case, and it is hoped that justice 
will be done by him. 
90, A correspondent of the same paper complains of the want of proper 
: arrangements for supplying water to passengers in 
Insufficient water-supply inrail- yyilway stations, ‘There are pani pandes in all 
— : stations, and there are one or two hydrants in the 
large stations ; but they fail to supply the want of hundreds of thirsty passen- 
gers in these hot days, and great is the suffering of those whose thirst is ‘not 
quenched.” This hardship can be removed by either increasing the number of 
pani pandes fourfold, or constructing at least four hydrants in every large 
ion. 
ie 21. Acorrespondent of the same paper complains of the high-handed 
_ gonduct of Babu Gopal Chandra Ghosh, the Sta- 
The Station Master of Beguserail. 4:4 Master of Beguserai on the Bengal-North- 
Western Railway, towards his subordinates and the public. Since his 
appointment in Beguserai, there have been frequent changes of men in the 
station staff. People therefore refuse to serve under him. Recently the 
pointsmen of the station have wired to the railway authorities, intimating their 
unwillingness to serve under him. He is in the habit of abusing passengers, 


and sometimes even beating them. Illegal gratification has become the rule. 


with him. Merchants are obliged to gratify him. He takes one rupee and 
three annas for every wagon out and six annas for every wagonin. He 
realises money from people even for using the waiting-room in the station. 


fle has taken intu his office room the bench which should be kept outside for 
public use. : 


22. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 17th May says that, since the © 


7 opening of the Bengal Central Railway, the road 
sg Fane ln Gobardanga § from Calcutta to Gobardanga, in the 24-Parganas 
ib 24. Parganas. “pirge’ . . : ; 
district, especially the portion of it running from 
Chougda to Gobardanga-Lakshmipul, has not been repaired. This road is a 
highway for a large traffic, and its wretched condition causes much hardship 
and trouble to those who use it. The people of Gobardanga and the neigh- 
- bouring villages have memorialised the District Board of the 24-Parganas to 
arrange for periodical repairs of the road. The prayer of the memorialists 
ought to be soon complied with. 


23. ‘The same paper says:—Lord Curzon believes that light railways are 
ee valuable agencies in the relief of famine, and 
saa Oh OE NBN EaEYS 12 His Excellency would see them multiplying. It is, 
therefore, seriously contemplated to construct a 
network of light railways in Bengal, and to call upon the District and 
Local Boards to guarantee 4 or 23 per cent. interest on the capital. Alas, for 
the country ! The Boards are already short of funds for providing water for 
drinking and irrigation purposes, and they must now find means for guaranteed 
light railways! ‘Che supporters of light railways argue that their construction 
will help in finding markets for the products of the remote interior; but, on the 
other hand, the simple-minded villagers are often heard to say :—‘“‘ Alas! since 
the corstruction of railways we have to purchase even the commonest herbs.” 
24. The Dacca Prakas [Dacca] of the 18th May says that third-class 
passengers at thé Dacca Railway: Station suffer 
ar'penranisnone of passengers st Creat inconvenience and hardship, because the 


booking-clerk commences issuing tickets only a few 


meneiee before the arrival of atrain. The consequence is that there is always a 
remendous rush for getting tickets, and much shoving and pushing; and even 
then many are left behind for not bei 


ng able to get tickets in time. The passage 
leading to the booking-office windows is too eh des for the large number of 


assen gers, Cannot tickets be issued at the Dacca Station all through the 
ay, a8 is done in all first-class stations? Or cannot there be one more 
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booking-clerk or a broader passage to the window? Will Mr. Burt, the 
popular Manager of the Eastern Bengal State Railway, kindly see to all this? 
25. <A correspondent writing to the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 23rd May, 
says that passengers at the Rajgaon Station on the 
East Indian Railway loop line are put to much 
inconvenience and hardship in alighting from and getting into the down- 
passenger train, owing to there being no platform on the east side, where the 
train stops. ‘The other day an old woman slipped her footing and was hurt. 
The Manager of the East Indian Railway was memorialised on the subject, but 
to no effect. Will Government kindly see to this? | 
26. A correspondent, writing to the same paper, complains that 
: although Munshi Muhammad Kaim, an elected 
_The Govindpur-Baganochra Road member of the Ranaghat Local Board in the Nadia 
in the Nadia district. ere ‘ : 
district, was entrusted with forty rupees for making 
the necessary repairs to the Govindpur-Baganchra Road, nothing has been 
done in that direction ; but that the Munshi has spent the money in constructing 
a pucca road from the Govindpur Bazar to his own house, he having himself 
supplied ‘hoa for the purpose. The Munshi had other sums of money in 
his hand for repairing several] other roads, but has he rendered an account of 
their disbursement? Will the authorities of the Ranaghat Local Board 
inquire ? 


A railway complaint. 


(h)— General. 


27. A correspondent, writing to the Rangpur Dtkprakas | Rangpur] of 
the Ist May, complains that the Postmaster of 
Sadullapur within the Gaibanda subdivision of the 
Rangpur district cannot be found at the post-office for more than three hours 
in the day. He hasa patshala of his own, where he spends nearly five hours 
in teaching pupils from 8 a.M. to | P.M. 

He then bathes, takes his meal and rest, and again comes to the post- 
office at 4 or 5 p.m. The Postmaster’s absence from the post-office during the 
hours when people generally go there for business causes much public 
inconvenience. Will the postal authorities make an inquiry? The Postmaster 
gets a salary of Rs, 20 per month. Why should he then be permitted to keep 
a paishala of his own to make an additional earning to the detriment of public 
business. 

28. A correspondent, writing in the Charu Mihir [Mymensingh]} of the 

; 13th May from Bajitpur, says that there have been 

pyimported Plague cases in the eight or ten plague deaths in Bajitpur, in the 

emia cau Mymensingh district, during the last month. As 

all these cases were imported from Calcutta, the correspondent asks the autho- 

Tities to see that passengers from Calcutta, who alight at the Dulalpur steamer 

station, are carefully examined and detained ina segregation camp if found 
or suspected to be affected. 

29. The Kastpur Nivasi !Barisal] of the 14th May says that as 
quarter-anna postage stamps cannot be had in 
Barisal, all newspapers are lying in their respective 
offices and are not being despatched. The postal 
authorities are expecting a supply from Calcutta every day. Who is res- 
ponsible for this state of things? 

30. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 15th May says that His Excellenc 

: Lord Curzon has earned the gratitude of bot 
canny aay of Muhammadan Hindus and Muhammadans by rescuing the Dai 
mosques by Lord Curzon. 
| Aga and many other mosques from the hands of 
railway companies and of the Government, and restoring them to the Muham- 
madan community for purposes of worship. 

31. The AMitavad (Calcutta! of the 16th May writes as follows:— 

While Government has established a Pasteur 

RB ipaied from attacks of wild Institute in anticipation of solitary cases of white 
men bitten by wild animals, it thinks its duty done 

if it can only point out some causes, real or imaginary, of the largeness of the 
number of natives killed by such animals. The last official report on this 
subject shows how ridiculously these causes are sometimes assigned, The 


A postal complaint. 


Want of quarter-anna postage 
stamps in Barisal. 


a a -_~s a = — | 


( 209 ) 


that the last famine compelled people to fall on the inhabitants of 
a He for food, and that the ieaealt thus created of wild fowls and other 
amall inmates of the forests compelled the larger residents thereof to seek 
food among men. It is also said that the taste of the human flesh, which the 
wild beasts obtained from the dead bodies of men who died of epidemics in 
large numbers, and whose dead bodies were not cremated or buried, made 
them excessively fond of it and forsake all other flesh! Are Englishmen with 
mighty science at their back really unable to check wild animals? Or is it 
their supreme interest to be indifferent to the sufferings of the people of India ? 


V.—ProsPECTs OF THE Crops AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


39, The Dacca Gazette [Dacca] of the 19th May has the following :— 

| Nothing but Government help can in any mea- 

Effects of the tornado inthe gyre make good the ravages committed by the 
—— recent tornado in the Dacca district. From the 
official report it is apparent that 2,000 houses have been blown away. We 
have not yet been able to collect the particulars of the loss done to each village. 
But a description of the condition of four villages on the western bank of the 
Laksha river within the Narayanganj subdivision will give an idea of that of 


other villages— | 
Village Somerpara,—Thirteen people killed and 50 wounded out of 496 in 
7% families ; 215 houses out of 231 blown away. Loss estimated at Rs. 3,500. 
Village Mijmijii—Nine people killed and 32 wounded out of 438 in 75 
families; 206 houses out of 227 blown away. Loss estimated at Rs. 4,500. 
Village Rainidii—Three people wounded out of 182 in 22 families; 47 
houses out of 50 blown away. Loss estimated at Rs. 528. 
Village Ghoshpara.—Three people wounded out of 84 in 11 families ; 33 
houses out of 34 blown away. Loss estimated at Rs. 325, 


Thus in these villages 22 people have been killed and 88 wounded out of 
1,150, and 501 houses out of 542 have been blownaway. The total loss -has 
been estimated at Rs. 9,000. Calculated at this rate, the total loss within the 
Narainganj subdivision has been about Rs. 36,000, If we include Dacca in our 
calculation, the loss may fairly be estimated at Rs. 50,000. The villages in the 
neighbourhood of Dacca have suffered great loss. The Nawab Fund estab- 
lished by the late Nawab Abdul Gunny Bahadur has been opened to relieve the 
people. The District Magistrate also is not slow in relieving them. The 
following is an account of the aids received in the village Pandarbag :— 


Namber of 
Nawab Government houses 
Fund. Fund. blown away. 
Rs Rs. 

Baikuntha . sbi ee as. ae ws | 
Chandra Nath ee¢e "“@® eee 10 eee ] 
Kartik eee eee eee eee 8 2 
Guramani — aoe a ee cae 2 
Panchananda sates ia oo: ae ne ] 
Kalu wan sinks i ale 5 l 
Bimala Bewa ne - sis 5 l 
Madan’s mother ee 9 l 
Joy Chandra vee ins oe a 2 
Raj Bihari es see “nl 4 1 
Subhankar ais a 10 . 2 
Gorachand aa Hs — 30 1 
Hari Charan an ne a oe 5 | 
Sonai Bewa ‘a es aes 6 1 
Arjun ees eee eee 12 ee0 L 
Gaur eee eee 15 eee 2 
Gopi Nath & in — - 2 
Manik oe re a ae 2 
Bandhu — — 25 fe 2 
Bhim an ee ne 3 

Total ... 168 72 30 
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According to the official report 71 houses have been blown away in this 
village. And the Newab Fund and the Government haye helped the owners 
of 30 among them with Rs, 240. All deserving people have not received the 
help of, the Nawab Fund, About. nine, people among those whom the. local 
Deputy Magistrate reported as deserving of help have not received it. They 
have been’ now left to their fate. Aid has been given to people at the average 
rate of Rs, 8 per house.’ Thus Rs. 168 have been given for 21 houses from the 
Nawab Fund and Rs. 72 have been given for nine houses by the Government. 
In our opinion Rs, 1! should be the help given foreach house, and our estimate 
of the total help required is Rs. 10,000. We have learnt by private enquiry that 
all poor people of the village Pandarbag have not been relieved. LKither on 
account of inability to attend at the proper places or for some other reasons, 
two or three very poor people have not received help. We hope that 
Mr. Rankin, who is noted for his kindness, will see his way to succour them . 

The Nawab Fund has saved the Dacca people. But what will become of 
the Narainganj people? Three hundred families have been made houseless. 
The owners ‘of nearly half the houses blown away by the tornado must receive 
public help in order to be able to re-erect houses. As estimated above, the poor 
peop of Narainganj have suffered a loss of Rs. 36,000. Half of this, 4.e., 

8. 18,000, should be made up by the public. Of this Rs. 18,000, Government 
should pay Rs. 9,000 and the remaining Rs. 9;000 should be raised by sub- 
scription. Nearly Rs. 4,500 have been collected in Dacca and Narainganj. 
But this is only a dew drop where an ocean is required. 

The authorities saw the.condition of the Dacca people with their; own 
eyes, and relieved them. The indifference. which they are showing in 
relieving the Narainganj people is due to their not having a similar knowledge 
of their condition. We earnestly request the District Magistrate to enlighten 
himself about their condition by instituting an enquiry into it. Itis the sight 
of extreme distress which has.induced us to press this matter repeatedly on the 
authorities. We believe we are not crying in the wilderness. 

33. The,same paper has the following in its English columns :— 

We have tried our best to impress upon the 
local authorities the supreme necessity of providing 
themselves with adequate funds for the relief of sufferers from the destructive 
tornado of the 23rd:‘April last. Mr. Rankin with his usual promptness and 
foresight deputed a Special Officer to ascertain and report the actual amount of 
damages caused by the tornado. 


“We give below the number of houses blown away by the tornado in the 
villages near Dacca :— 


‘A drop in the ocean. 


Baghbati ane ois we ee 
Karanigan)j eee ece eee ec0e 12 
Jatrabari me 08 oss ee 
-Panderbag i vie ne i 
Kajla i“ ns ae moe 
Syampore eee es wee? — 
Govindapore ne sea ove <a. 
Dhalpore as sie ae coe 49 
Kajirbag 33 om =n oe 
Maniknagar aa is ne a 
Karmacharan oe ose eee oo. 
_ Matuail and Ainutea ... jan ive wee 
Total .. 204 


We have not included in this list the number of houses demolished on the 
other side of the river, opposite Postogola, where some 100 huts and godowns 
have been levelled to the ground. The Deputy Magistrate had recommended 
Rs. 550 to be distributed amongst the villagers as per list prepared by him. 
We wish the officer had also given a list of the families. Fondakod houseless. 
We find, however, that some 204 houses have been blown away in these above- 
mentioned villages. | 3 Si 

It is a pity there is nothing to show the actual number of houses still 
standing. ‘The probabilities are that vast majority of them have fallen. We 
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me 70 persons or families have been considered as reer gory of 
ec og ag Of the 204 houses demolished, we take it for granted that half 
ff that number will be rebuilt by their owners without any help from outside. 
So for the remaining one hundred houses we get from the Magistrate Rs. 550 
for distribution among persons considered worthy of such help. Thus it 
comes to about Rs. 5 for each house! Is it nota drop in the ocean? Govern- 
ment is always slow to move. If it were not for the timely nelP> however 
meagre, rendered by the Trustees of the Nawab Abdul Gunny Fund, Heaven 
alone knows what unspeakable difficulties would have been felt by these poor 
villagers. It appears that where the local authorities had decided to help a 

rticular sufferer with Rs. 10, the Trustees helped him with Rs. 20, and so on. 
Take, for instance, the case of one village, namely, Pandarbag. We find some 
71 houses have been demolished in this icular village. Both the Govern- 
ment and the Trustees of the Nawab Fund have thought it proper to ta 
total sum of about Rs. 240 to the owners of some 30 huts destroyed by the 
tornado in this village—a trifle less than half the number of houses actually 
destroyed. They would thus get Rs. 8 per house. Considering all the circum- 
stances, we do not complain against this rate. They would barely receive 
what they urgently stand in need of. It also goes so far to establish our 
calculation that nearly half the number of the demolished huts will require to 
be rebuilt by help from the charitable public. But what has been done for the 
people on the other side of the river? We hope Mr. Rankin will make some 
sort of provision for them too. 

Of the Rs. 240 recommended for distribution among the distressed people 
of Pandarbag, the sum of about Rs. 168 has been paid by the Trustees of the 
Nawab Fund. It passes our comprehension why the Deputy Magistrate 
omitted to pay the amount (Rs. 72) recommended by him as fit persons for 
such help to those who have not got anything from the Nawab Fund. We find 
the claims of some eight families have been thus overlooked. Will Mr. Rankin 
take note of this fact? What is worse still, among these eight persons, there 
are three or more destitute women, We appeal to Mr. Rankin to consider 
their case once again. 

The brunt of the rage of the tornado fell upon the villages within the 
jurisdiction of the Narayanganj thana, From a statement taken from official 
papers, it appears that considerable damage has been done to ge visited by 


the tornado. Here is a tabular statement relating to the villages on the 
western side of the river Lakhia :— 
Number Number of Number 
of houses of of houses 
families. these families. blown away. 
Somerpara ... ae oe. 00 231 215 
Mizmizi os “<A ae 227 206 
Raindi a oe < - 50 47 
Ghoshpara .., ee ox ae 34 33 
Total . 542 501 


It will thus pppoe that out of 542 houses belonging to some 186 families, 
as many as 501 houses have been levelled to the ground, only 41 houses 
remaining intact. | | 

_ According to the calculation based on the actual result of the relief opera- 
tions at Panderbag, we take that some 250 houses of these four villages will 
have to be rebuilt by help from public funds, and following the rate adopted 
at Panderbag, we require some Rs. 2,000 for relief to the villages on the west 
bank of the Lakhia alone. _ Calculating at this rate with regard to other afflicted 
villages, the amount required for effective relief will, even at that low rate of 


8. 8 per house, come to be h | 
ectinated by us in our sBacdresig? Macy re et See eee oe 

. But what are the authorities about? Up to date some Rs. 3,000 have been 
collected at Narayanganj, which, together with the amount collected at Dacca, 


. Aner | a drop in the ocean if viewed in the light of the facta and figures given 
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VI.—MIscELLANEOUS, 


84. The Tripura Hitatshi | Comilla]of the 13th May regrets that polygamy 

seems to be reviving among the educated Bengalis, 

The writer names the following gentlemen who, 

besides others of less note, have taken a second 

wife during the lifetime of the first:—Babu Girindra Lal Rai, m.a, B.L., 
Munsif; Babu Naba Gopal Chaki, m.a., Babu Bijay Chandra Sarkar, B.o. 
35. The Basumat | Calcutta] of the 15th May writes as follows :—- 

Me. Ces It falls to the lot of very few to perform their 

t. Cotten, duties so thoroughly and to be held in such high 

esteem as Canning, Grant, and. Ripon in India. And Mr. Cotton has had the 


Polygamy among educated 
Bengalis. . 


ag fortune to achieve what no other person has achieved after Lord Ripon. 


n India Mr, Cotton has been placed in the high and glorious position in 
which Lerd Canning, Sir Peter Grant, and Lord Ripon were placed before him. 
Mr. Cotton is happier than even the Czar of all the Russias. The Chief 
Commissioner of Assam has met with the same spontaneous flow of reverence 
towards him from the people of Bengal, as he did from the people of Assam. 
Mr. Cotton’s ovation was not confined to Shillong, Gauhati, and Calcutta. 
Every town and every village in Bengal and Assam offered its worship to 
Mr. Cotton in flowers of love and reverence. Mr. Cotton’s virtues are being 
sung, not only in the eight lakhs of voices in Calcutta, but in the eight 
hundred lakhs of voices in Bengal. Pig 
Bengalis will adore Mr, Cotton from generation to generation. All 
Englishmen will see, all officials will see, all representatives of the Sovereign 
will see, Lord Curzon and his ministers will see that Mr. Cotton will hold the 
same position in India as Canning, Grant, and Ripon. Sir Peter Grant 
suffered for the indigo-planters and Mr. Cotton has suffered for the tea- 
planters. May God bless the tea-planters and the tea industry! We shall be 
sorry to see the tea industry meet with the same fate as the indigo industry. 
The greatness of our Cotton has increased. His honour has increased. He 
has received the adoration of lakhs of people in Burdwan, Benares, and other 
places, The people of Bombay have also shown him great honour. He is 
pre-eminently a fortunate man. 
86. The Moslem Times [Calcutta] of the 17th May is sorry that all 
Musalman papers are calling upon their co-reli- 
The Hedjaz railway and the pionists to provide the Sultan of ‘'urkey with 
Victoria Memorial Fund. ° . y : 
funds to construct the Hedjaz railway, while 
they do not ask them to provide Lord Curzon with funds to build the 
Victoria Memorial Hall. It is good for the Indian Musalmans to contribute 
towards the cost of the Hedjaz railway, but this does not mean that we should 
overlook our duty to the British Government under whose rule we are living 
more comfortably than we should under most of the Musalman sovereigns of 
these days. 


Uriya Papers. 


37. The Puri correspondent of the Samvadvahika [Balasore], dated the 


we sii 8th May, states that there was rain in the Puri 
myn De Fee Tae district, though not enough for all purposes. 
38. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 10th May takes considerable pride 


: : in noticing the benevolent deed of Mr. Allen 

Bg Joint-Magistrate of Berbam- the Joint-Magistrate of Berhampore, who is said 

to have procured a gift of Rs, 500 from Govern- 

ment for the benefit of the wife of his nazir, deceased, and to have promised 

to make her a gift of a day’s pay from lis salary every year, however high 

his position might be ijn future. ‘he writer ddds with a feeling heart that 
such noble and kind-hearted officers are rare at present. | 


- 
+ 


39. The same paper writes a pathetic notice of the death, under | 
of Near, ePlorable cireumstances, of the young wife of the 
wee of the Raniof Nar Raja of Narsingpur who, as Patmahadai of that 


: sik set State had made herself conspicuous by rare and 
admirable qualities within the short period of one year. 


= io 


ing to the departure of the Maharaja of Jeypore for England 
os to attend the King-Emperor’s Gurclniien ceremony, 
The Mabaraja of Jeypore’s and the arrangements made in connection there- 
voyage to England. with by his agents and servants, the same paper 
oints out that His Highness is now the observed of all observers, for the 
entire Hindu community, to whom the Maharaja is known to be a good 
Hindu, is closely — oc his movements and is re oiced to find that 
His Highness has, by a large expenditure, succeeded in Hinduising the 
foreign character of a sea voyage in a manner highly creditable both to his 
officers and the proprietor and Manager of Olympia, the vessel which carries 
His Highness and his men. ee 
41. Referring to the loss of Jife and property, caused by a whirlwind 
: of extraordinry velocity in the district of Dacca, 
The Tornado in Dacca. the same paper exhorts the public to contribute a 
decent sum towards the temporary support and maintenance of those that have 
been suddenly rendered helpless by a freak of fortune, and hopes that 
Government will also contribute something towards the same object. 


42, Referring tothe procedure adopted by the Road Cess revaluation 
authorities in Cuttack, the same paper points out 

Road Cess revaluation in that proper attention is not paid to the service 
— of notices on proprietors or holders of lands and 
quotes, in support of his statement, a case of extreme carelessness in which 
a peon was found to keep or deposit a large number of such notices, intended 
for the landholders of Pabitrapara, Dikshitpara and other villages in pargana 
Asureswar in the ganja and opium shop of Chatrahat. a place adjoining 
those villages, in nubody’s care, apparently thinking that the notices would 
somehow or other make their way to their respective destinations. The writer 


observes that this may bea quick and convenient method of disposing of 


business, as few will file petitions of objections, but it is nevertheless open to 
grave cbjection. In the long ran, the local officers will derive benefit from 
this slip shod manner of executing business, for Government in its resolution 
will praise them for their justice and moderation, as evidenced by the small 
number of petitions of objectious, which will be the mevitable result of the 
aforesaid proceedings, 


- 43. ‘The same paper has now become the mouth-piece of the agitation 
oe against municipal assesment that is growing in 
wate Cuttack Municipal assess. strength, and instances are quoted of notices being 

served on dead men and foreigners, contrary 
to the provisions of the law. ‘lhe objectors, who are said to number 10,000, 
want to force the hands of the municipality by inducing the Commissioners to 
declare the proceedings of their assessor ee and void. 


AssaM PAPERS. 


44, The Paridarsak [Sylhet] of the 9th May, after congratulating the 

<<; —<ske—eee—1 Government of India on its grant of Rs. 1,00,000, 

Pel '" for introducing educational reforms in the Province 
: of Assam and expressing its general concurrence 
in the proposed measures of reform, says it is essential that the new Chief 
Commissioner of Assam should see that only qualified persons are employed 
rai teaching and the inspecting staff. Thi Deputy Inspectorships and 
: yr Emapernrentge must not be, as now, a close monopoly of raw graduates 

pt out practical experience. A few highly proficient graduates may be 
3) "a in for the work of inspection; but the inspecting staff ought to be 
a y recruited from among teachers of experience and proved ability; the 
est among head-masters and second masters of high schools shovld be 

Should the Deputy Inspectorships, and those among the lower class teachers 
5 net be given the Sub-Inspectorships. The places, thus vacated in the 
schools, should be filled up by promotion from below - and a few well-qualified 


graduates muy also be takenin. There is another point to which the atten-. 


_ of the authorities should be drawn. It is understood that under the new 
we the pay of the inspecting staff will be increased all round at a higher 
€ than the pay of the teaching staff. But this will be neither fair nor wise, 
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In Bengal teachers, receiving a salary of fifty rupces and upwards, are grouped 
as belonging to various grades; and it often happens that a Deputy In. 

tor and a head-master of a high school are in the same grade. Why 
aot introduce some such thing in Assam, instead of making the two branches 
of the same service separate as regards pay and grade? 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 
Bengals Translator, 
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